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precipitate produced by potasb, or carbonate of potash, is also 
fusible ; but the bead is white and opaque, both in the outer 
and inner flames ; it does not bubble, and the flame becomes 
coloured strongly violet. The precipitate caused by soda 
resembles that produced by potash in its behaviour before the 
blow-pipe, with the exception that the colour of the flame is 
the characteristic yellow proper to soda compounds. I think 
there can be very little doubt but that these are double salts, 

" Upon adding the alkalies, or their carbonates, to the acid 
liquid produced by digesting diluted sulphuric acid upon bone 
ashes, exactly similar precipitates are thrown down. These 
are all fusible, and as the beads possess precisely similar cha- 
racters to those I have described, I need not now repeat them. 
If the liquids are mixed cold, after the sediment has been re- 
moved by deposition or filtration, a further precipitation will 
happen upon boiling in the case of alkaline carbonates, but 
this second precipitate behaves before the blow-pipe in a similar 
manner to the first. 

" In conclusion, I submit to the Academy, that the pre- 
cipitate that occurs in the preparation of alkaline phosphates 
is not, as has been hitherto stated, carbonate of lime, or phos- 
phate of lime, but is a double phosphate of lime and of the 
alkali employed." 



Dr. Anst€r read a Paper by the B«v. James Wills on the 
subject of Dreams. 

After some general observations on the peculiar difficul- 
ties of the subject, the author proceeded to give a conjectural 
statement respecting the probable origin of dreams, founded 
on the received theory of the nervous system. 

He then entered into some explanations, in which he 
traced the mental operations in dreaming, to the laws of asso- 
ciation, as stated in his former Papers. 

The author next proceeded to explain two conditions by 
which the peculiar character and direction of these operations 



248 

is mostly governed. Firstly, the entire suspension of the 
judgment ; and secondly, the generally visible character of 
the ideas in dreaming. From these two conditions, the author 
explained the ordinary phenomena of dreams. 

The author next proceeded to apply the foregoing con- 
siderations, together with the principles laid down in his for- 
mer Papers,* to the explanation of the memory of dreams, and 
other incidental circumstances commonly observed; and con- 
cluded by the remark, that the statements which he had been 
enabled to offer possessed the value of adding confirmation to 
those advanced in his former Papers. 



The Rev. Professor Graves, D.D,, read a paper on the 
Ogham inscriptions appearing on a sculptured monument found 
at Bressay, in Shetland. 

The inscriptions are thus deciphered by Dr. Graves : — 

1. CRUX : NATDODDS : DATTK : ANN. 

That is. The Cross ofNatdodd's Daughter here, — the final 
word ann being in Irish, the rest in Icelandic. 

2. BEMRES : MECCUDROI : ANN. 

That is, Benres, of the Sons of the Druid, here. 

Naddodd, according to the Landnamabok, was a Vi- 
king, or pirate, who in general resided in the Fseroe Islands. 
In the course of a voyage between them and Norway, being 
carried out far to sea westwards by a storm, he accidentally 
discovered Iceland in the year 861. So far as Dr. Graves has 
been able to ascertain, after a careful search, no other indivi- 
dual of the same name is mentioned in the Scandinavian annals 
or sagas. This Naddodd had a grandson, Benir, whose 
name appears in the second inscription under the Latinized 
form of Benhes. 

* Transactions, vols, xix., xxi., xxu. 



